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The European Commission

We are a funding agency

• The EC sets its own rules for EC-funded scientific 

research and innovation

We are a policy maker

• The EC proposes EU legislation

• It legislates with other Community institutions 

(European Parliament, Council...)

• It invites Member States to act

We are a capacity builder

• The EC funds projects that support its own and EU 

policy

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel



Why open access?

To optimise the impact and re-use of publicly-

funded scientific research

Expected benefits: 

• Better and more efficient science (incl. reproducibility)

• Economic growth 

• Broader, faster, more transparent and equal access for the benefit 

of researchers, industry and citizens in the EU and beyond 



Evolution of the policies across the FPs

FP7

OA Pilot

Deposit and open 
access

H2020

OA Mandatory

Deposit and open 
access

& ORD/DMP Pilot

H2020

OA Mandatory

Deposit and open 
access

& ORD/DMP by 
default 
(exceptions)

Planned under Horizon Europe (2021):

• Open Science (OA, RDM, citizens 

engagement etc.) embedded 

throughout HE. OS to play a role in:

• Evaluation of proposals 

(methodology)

• Grant Agreement

• Reporting—during the project’s 

lifetime

• Strengthening of the obligations 

with respect to OA, and focus on 

responsible RDM in line with FAIR



• MSCA is the second biggest producer of publications in H2020 with 21% 

or 31.9k publications (after ERC)

• MSCA produces ~23% of H2020 peer-reviewed publications or 20.1k 

publications

• ITN produces ~25% of MSCA publications or ~7.8k publicationsw

MSCA & ITN publications are  important for 
us!

Source: H2020 dashboard; Data capture: October 24, 2020

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/f586ea07-ebee-4054-9e0b-328be7de8e7f/sheet/2d7c529c-3e4c-4e67-b40a-0e6d5fb30cba/state/0


Myth to get rid of: 
"H2020 is forcing me to publish!"



Open Access to scientific publications in 
H2020 (Art. 29.2)

• Open access to peer-reviewed publications is mandatory

• Open access is mandatory through a repository

• No exceptions and no opt-out of open access to publications

• Embargo allowed for up to 6 (STEM) or 12 months (SSH)

• Article processing charges (APCs) are eligible costs



What to do to meet requirement?

1. publish

2. deposit (always deposit) in a repository and 

3. open access

The golden rule of three



Subscription 

Publisher 

Open 

access

Publisher  



Leave me alone, isn’t it 
enough that I publish in an 
open access venue/journal? 
Why do I need to deposit 
and provide oa through 
repository? 

By depositing and providing open 

access through your institutional or 

other appropriate repository you 

empower your institution to 

manage its intellectual output, as well 

as support the availability of research 

and knowledge for the public good

for the future.



A new OA publishing option 
for you: Open Research 
Europe



Submissions as of 

end November 2020









Timeline for ORE
• Splash page with information, author guidelines, scientific 

advisory board members is up

• https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/for-

authors/article-guidelines

• Platform goes online end November 2020 and 

submissions possible then

• Powered by F1000 Research

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/for-authors/article-guidelines


What about research data in Horizon 2020?



• Formerly known as the Open Research Data Pilot (ORDP)

• Not a pilot any more: all projects in by default! (unless exception in 

WP)

• You may choose to opt-out of the article at any stage, under specific 

conditions (not recommended) 

Research data in H2020 (Art. 29.3) I/II



Research data in H2020 (Art. 29.3) II/III

• Art. 29.3 is about streamlining Research Data Management (RDM), of 

which open access only a part (‘open access to research data’ in grant 

agreement a misnomer)

• Its aim: support RDM of FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable and 

reusable) and open data

• Not recommended to opt out unless absolutely necessary

• You can have article 29.3 and still keep your data closed if you need to



1. Projects must produce a Data Management Plan

• Explains provisions for data curation, including access to it

• Repeated deliverable; must include some provisions at proposal stage

2. Projects must deposit in a data repository data needed to validate results in 

publications and other data 

3. Projects must provide open access to data underlying publications and other data 

• This means ability to access, mine, exploit, reproduce and disseminate — free of charge for any 

user;

• Open access is the default, under the principle ‘as open as possible, as closed as necessary’; 

• If you cannot provide open access you can explain in the DMP the reasons; they to be specific and 

can be used to opt-out of the article entirely (next slide).

4. Provide information, via the repository, about tools and instruments for 

validating the results. 

• Where possible, the beneficiaries should provide those tools and instruments (e.g. specialised

software or software code, algorithms, analysis protocols, etc.). 

 RDM costs eligible

 Repository of your choice

What do you have to do (per art. 29.3)?



You may keep your data closed and/or opt 
out of article 29.3 if: 

1.Participation/OA is incompatible with the obligation to protect results (see Article 27) 

2.Participation/OA is incompatible with the security obligations (see Article 37) 

3.Participation/OA is incompatible with rules on protection of personal data 

4.Participation/OA would mean that the project's main aim might not be achieved 

5.The project will not generate/collect any research data 

6.There are other legitimate reasons not to take part



Participant Portal: online guide on open 

access 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-

guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-dissemination_en.htm

***FAQs at bottom of page
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-dissemination_en.htm


https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/

data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020

-amga_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf


Thank you! 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=home

http://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=home

